MUSICAL DIRECTOR’S REPORT 2025-2026

It has been a year of varied and rewarding music for the choir, with plenty of opportunities
to explore new repertoire and revisit old favourites. The Christmas concert in 2025 was
very successful and it was a delight to welcome Phillip Augar returning as our guest
violinist to perform the very lovely L’escarpolette by Ethel Barns which was a wonderful
addition to our programme of Christmas music. The choir performed a number of familiar
carols and Alan Bullard’s A Light in the Stable, complete with readings from the choir and a
stunning soprano solo by Sophie Stainer from the organ loft, all accompanied by Laurence
Mann. The choir were in fine voice and the rousing The Holly and the Ivy by Gardner was a
perfect, festive way to round off the afternoon’s concert.

The Spring Concert was held in St Mary’s, Uffington, the perfect venue for us to perform
alongside members of the Marlborough Orchestra and professional musicians local to
Faringdon. We took on the challenge of Ola Gjeilo’s extraordinary work Sunrise Mass,
which was cinematic and sweeping, technically challenging and profoundly moving. The
last movement, The Ground, was particularly poignant and the combined forces of the
string orchestra together with the choir were a feast for the ears. Not only this, but we also
enjoyed other items along the theme of “Songs of the Morning”, including a specially-
written piece for solo trumpet by Phil Singleton, composer and also conductor of the
Marlborough Orchestra. His piece was extraordinary, using quarter tones on the trumpet
which was new to nearly everyone in the audience. It contributed beautifully to what was a
very exciting evening of music.

It was a pleasure to return to the beautiful church of St Mary’s, Longcot, for our summer
concert, “Love through the Seasons”. The choir performed an array of songs that touched
on all aspects of love, from the buoyant to the more contemplative, all of which were
utterly beautiful. The choral items were very accomplished and entirely unaccompanied,
apart from one item where we joined forces with The Clarinet Collective. This exceptional
group of musicians is well-known to Longcot and they graciously agreed to come and
collaborate with us, performing a series of items that were musically exciting, with rich
harmonies and playful rhythms, covering centuries of music from Dvorak to McCartney! It
was a truly wonderful concert for a summer’s evening.

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Terence Carter who has been our accompanist
since | took over from him as Musical Director several years ago. Terence has been utterly
indispensable, not only for his expert accompanying skills but also for his humble
generosity and positivity. He invariably finished our rehearsals by remarking how good the
choir were sounding (he was absolutely right!) and | am delighted that he has now joined
the ranks of the basses to continue his more than 50-year involvement in the Faringdon
Singers! | am very pleased indeed that Laurence Mann has agreed to become our rehearsal
accompanist from this Autumn Term and look forward to an exciting year of music ahead.

Clare



